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2 the Diſſenters — the Church 
- of England, ought to be admitted io 
| the Holy Communion. before they 


_ renounce t their Schiſm ? 
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To the 


| Cutholick Church, FP: 


ſhall endeavour to prove : 
, That the Church is, by Divine Right, 
inve 2 with a Power of Excommunication, or 
of den 7505 Her Communion to Offenders in part, or 
* 4 7 them out of it. 
Secondly, I hat Shim is an Offence that deſerves 
the — — of the Church. And, 


Thirdly, That if the Governours of the Church do 
not inſlick it, get the Church has, by ſeveral Canons, de- 


Ti order to the Reſolution of this Queſtion, I 


 clared Schiſtmaticks 70 be in -_ caſes, ipſo facto, 
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excommnnicated; however, they always excommunicate. 
themſelves by their Schiſm, and thereby loſe their 
Right to approach the Lord's Table, as well as they: 


who are excommunicated by the Church. 


Fourthly, That they who are either way cut off from the- 


Communion of their own Church, do ſtand excommu- 
nicate to all the Churches in the World. 122. 
Fifthly, That this is the Caſe of the Diſſenters from 
the Church of England, who all lie under the guilt. 
of Schilm. ; | 
After the Proof of theſe Five Propoſitions, this Que- 
ſtion, which depends upon them, will ſoon be decided. 
l begin with the Firſts t: 


Ms the Church is by Divine Right invited 5% 
4 Power of Excommunication ; or of denying Her Com- f 


munion to Offenders in part, or entirely caſting them 
out of it. ct On. 
The Church, as well as other Societies, hath 
a Power to admit Members into Her Commu- 
nion, and to exclude em from it: Even the leaſt 
Colleges, and meaneſt Corporations, by the Statutes 
and Charters of their Founders, enjoy this Power; 
without which, twere not poſſible to govern, or 
preſerve themſelves. But as the Church is endow'd 
with ſpiritual Privileges, and has a Divine Foun- 
der; ſo it is veſted with this Power by a Divine 
Charter: A Power, Firſt, To admit Perſons into 
this Society by Baptiſm ; and upon their demerits; to 
exclude them out of it by Her Cenfares. 

And, Firſt, for Her Power of admitting Mem- 
bers; by which, I mean, that She is entruſted not 
only with a Power of adminiſtring Baptiſm, the in- 
itiating Sacrament, that makes Men Members of the 
Church; but alſo with a Power of judging who 
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are qualified for it by the Terms of the Goſpel, 
without which it cannot be duly adminiſtred. 
This Authority appears in the Commiſſion our 
Lord gave his Apoſtles, Go, teach or make Diſciples 
of all Nations, baptizing them, Cc. They were firſt 
commanded to make them Diſciples, then to Bap- 
tize, but only ſuch as. ſhould ſubmit to the Goſpel. 
As they were to inſtruct them in the Conditions of 


this Covenant; Repentance from dead Works, Faith 
in Chriſt, and Obedience to the Laws of his Go- 


ſpel, ſo they. were to judge, whether their Profeſ- 
ſion of Repentance, of Faith, and Obedience, was 
ſuch as the Goſpel required, ſuch as rendred them 
fit to be Members of the Invifible Church, to which 
they were entitled by their admiſſion into the Vi- 
ſible. In ſhort, they were to judge whether they 
underſtood and ſubmitted to the Conditions of this 
Covenant, before they ſet God's Seal to it, before 
they-conferr'd Baptiſm, which entitled them to all. 


the Benefits of it. 
Hence the Ancient Church made Canons, that 


F 2 ) Catechumens ſhould not be admitted to Baptiſm n conc. N. 


fore a competent time of Trial; (%)) That in” Ball, 2. 


ſome caſes they ſhould be a long time ſuſpended; A. in 
from it. Hence alſo, it utterly denied Baptiſm to Cn 5; core. 


others, as the Mimi, Scenic, & c. unleſs they re- = 


nounced thoſe Arts that were inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtianity. By the ſame Power our Church or- 
ders, when Perſons of riper Years are to be baptized, See the Ru- 
due care is to be taken ſometime before, for their Exami- _— — 
nation, whether they are e inſtructed in the ration of Bap- 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. And if they tim, _— 
are fit, then to be baptized : Which implies, if they yes, 
are not fit, they are to be denied Baptiſm till they 

arc 3 


ares otherwiſe this Examination would be 
to no purpoſe. 


Church in the admiſſion of Adult Perſons, in which 
it is more conſpicuous; not but that it appears, 


be educated in the Chriſtian Faith, Communion, and 


into the Communion of the Church, and to all the 


ſhutting out thoſe who are not; or who, after 


_are retein d. 


. 


enjoin d 


I have choſen to exemplifie this Power of the 


cven in the Baptiſm of Infants, whom She doth not 
admit without Sponſors, to ſtipulate in their Names, 
and to give Security to the Church, that they ſhall 


Practice. _—— 8 

But the Church's Authority, both of admitting 
into Her Communion, by Baptiſm, all that are qua- 
lified for it; and of ſhutting out thoſe who are not: 
farther appears in the Donation of the Keys, Matth. 
16. 19. and Matt. 18. 18. compared with Joh. 20. 23. 
For whatever other Branches of Authority are com- 
prehended in the Power of the Keys, and whatever 
other Remiſlion of Sins may be here meant ; it cer- 
tainly includes the Power of receiving, by Baptiſm, 


Privileges of it, thoſe. Perſons whom the Go- 
nours of this Society judge qualified for it; and of 


their admiſſion, ceaſe to be ſo, by not performing 
the Conditions, on which they were admitted. And 
becauſe all Sins are pardoned in Baptiſm, they who 
are received into the Church by it, have their Sins 
remitted ; but they who are denied this admiſſion, 
or who, after their admiſſion, are for their deme- 
rits excluded- out of this Society, to which alone 
the Promiſe of Remiſſion of Sins is made, their Sins 


And, indeed, from the Authority of adminiſtring 
Baptiſm, the Power of Excommunication neceſſarily 
follows : 
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Schifm, and 9 notorious Sins Theſe, at leaſt, are 
the Principal to which the reſt may be reducd; and | 
that Men may be juſtly caſt it of the Chriſtian So- 
ciety for every one of bels Appears from the very 
A ers Pon which they were? Feceived into it; from 
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» an # *;owever, in the ſecond place it is certain, That 
tor- He ceticks and Schiſmaticks always excommmuicate 
ree- f benſelvec, that is, they as effectually cut themſelves 
all off trom the Communion of the Church and the 
An- Rights annexed to it, as other Sinners are cut off by 
fe. her Cenſuers; and for this allo we have an Apoſtolical 
Canon. It is St. Paul's Injunction to Titus, ro whom 
be had committed the Government of the Church 


econd Admonition reject, knowing that he that is ſuch, 
be” is ſubverted and ſinneth, being condemned of hitſelfe 
Not that all Hereticks are condemned of themſelves, 
ni⸗ "Fas knowing in their own Conſciences the Doctrine 
it they teach to be falſe; for without doubt many of 
in them think themſelves in the right. But they are 
n condemned of themſelves, becauſe they cut themſelves 
off from the Communion of the Church by their own 
te gd, whereas other Sinners are cut off by the Church's 
EW Cenſuress ſo that it is not ſo much by their falſe 
ur Doctrine, but by their Separation from the Church, 
that they properly condemn themſelves, and this 
Ws brings Schiſmaticks under the ſame Se/f-condemna- 
tion. And as we have St. Cyprian's Authority for 
this ſenſe ofthe Words, ſo he allo applies them to the 
- WW Novatian Schiſmaticks, in his Epiſtle to Magus, 
where after he had quoted this Injunction of St. Paul 
to Titus, he explains who this Self-condemned He- 
. retick is, who 7s not, ſaith he, caſt out of the Church 
be Biſpod but voluntarily ſeparates from it, being 


b 2 Fr, * 1 7 — | . 
1 through his heretical Preſumption condemned by himſelf. 
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( Nui non ab Epiſcopi ejeckus, ſed ſponte Eccleſia profigus C heretic. 
5 preſumptione a ſemetipſo damnatus, Ep. 69. Edit. Oxon, 
* D St. 
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St. Jerom interprets this place aſter che fame manner, 
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and likewiſe extends it to Schiſm. Therefore, ſaith.| 

he, he 1s ſaid to be condemned by himfelf-: becauſe 4 4 
Fornicator, an Adulterer, a Murtherer, and other wick- | 
ont of the Church by the Governors 
of it. But Hereticks paſs this ſentence on themſelves, || 
from the Church on their own choice, 


ed Perſons are caſt 


by ſeparating 


which Separation ſeems to be this Self condemnation. f. 


After which, taking notice of the difference betwixt 
Hereſie and Schiſm, he ſays, the latter equally 
makes a Separation from the Church. Although at- | 
ter ſuch Authorities for ſo obvious and natural, an In- 
terpretation we need add no more, yet let me give you 
the pious and learned Dr. Hammond note on this 
place, Every one who ſubmits not to, but ſeparates from 
the Orthodox Church, whoſe Member and Subject he is 
(and this every Heretick and Schiſmatick doth) it pro- 

perly 2 to | be. Self-condemned. And therefore | 
' thaugh 10 ſuch an one, as to any other Malef®@or, the | 


feſt and ſecond Ad monition, v. 10, be due, whith in 
al 


that are not reformed by thoſe, is wont to bring on 
the ſentence of Exæcommunicatiom; yet there is no ned ® 
to proceed to that, becauſe he by contumacy and non- | 
ſubmiſſion to the:Church-ruler inflits this upon himſelf. | 
The appointment therefore is more agreeable to this Caſe, | 


that men avoid bim, v. 10. as one that is alread 


excommunicate by his own, and ſo needs not the 


Judge Sentence. 


To which give me leave to add, the Teſti- 3 
monies of Mr. Thorndike, and Dr. Barrow, not only 


— * —_ 


— 


(b) Proptera vero & ſemetipſo dicitur eſſe damnatus : quia ſornicator, adul- 1 
ter homicida, oy cetera vitia per ſacerdotes Eccleſia propelluntur; Heretici 
autem in ſemetipſos ſuo arbitrio de Eccleſia recedentes ; que receſſt proprie 


becauſe 3 


eonſcientie videtur eſſe damnat io. Hieron. in locum. 
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kecanſe they were Great Men, but becauſe though. 
I chey differ'd in their Opinions about the Nature of 
4 the Unity of the Catholick Church, or rather a- 
bout the Foundation of it ; for if I am not miſtaken 
Dr. Barrow doth. after all as good as yield, even 
that kind of Unity in the Catholick Church, which 
Mr. Thorndike contends for, only he will have it a- 
Friſe from the voluntary conſent of the Governours of 
the Church, and not from Divine Obligation; but 
however they differ d in that, they both agreed, 
chat they who violate the Unity of the Church in 
which they reſide, by ſeparating from it, do Excom-. 
nunicute themſelves, Which — us by the way, 
is ; that the Novel Conceit of ſtated Separation from the 
% Church, and coming to it again when they think 
„ ft, muſt appear intolerable to any who leave the 
Church a Unity of any kind. 
But do return to their Teſtimonies, Mr. Thorndike: 
ſays, There are. two ſorts af excommunicate Per- 
ſons, one are they that excommunicate themſelves, the a Diſcourſe f 
other they that are excommunicated by the Church, Foy tbe Forbearance- 
of #bough they excommunicate themſelves, yet becanſe they her hat 
re to be avoided by the Flock from whence they depart, 
when they excommunicate themſelves, they are to be 
held as if they were excommunicated by the Charch. 
On the one fide, all Papiſts excommunicate themſelves, bid. p. 162. 
on the other fide, all that run into Conventicles. 
Dr. Barrow ſays, All that withdraw their Communion A Diſcourſe con- 
j.. e Obeiſance from particular Churches, fairly eftabliſh- crrnins the V. 
ed (unto which they do belong, or where they reſide) ebe, — 8. 
40 incur the guilt of Schiſm : For ſuch Perſons being ; 
de jure, ſubjeck to thoſe particular Churches, and ex- 
communicating themſelves, do conſequently ſever them- 
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CE ſetves- from the Catholick Church ; they commit greet 
"hg. p. 4% wrong toward that particular Church, and toward the Im 
whole Church of Chriſt. Self Excommunication or Spi- 
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ritual Felony, de ſe, doth involve the Churches Excom- 
munication deſerving it, and preventing at, 
Indeed if they, who ſeparate themſelves, are not 
held by the Church as excommunicated, it were WM 
eaſie for an Offender to elude the Diſcipline of the M,;, 
Church by ſeparating from it, and entring the Com- 
munion of Schiſmaticks, if he did not excommuni- . 
cate himſelf by joyning with-thoſe who are eſteem'd De 
ſo, and thereby iuflict on himſelf the very Puniſh nc 
ment he deſign'd to avoid. Thus St. Oprian ob- Neei 
ſerves, That the Presbyter Novatus, who juſtly fear- | 
ed Depoſition and Excommunication too for his e- 
normous Crimes, began his Schiſm in the Church 
of Carthage, (c.) That he who deſerved to le utterly 
excluded out of the Church, might prevent this Judge- 
ment by a voluntary Separation from it, as if, faith this 
Father, to have anticipated the ſentence, were to have 
eſcaped the puniſhment. r | 
But I would not be miſtaken, as if I affirmd, That 
they who excommunicate themſelves by Schiſm, i 
do fall under all the effects of that which is call'd the 
Greater Excommunication. It doth not affect them 
in their Civil Rights, by the Intervention of Hu- 
mane Laws, nor oblige others to withdraw from e 
their Company; but ſince it is a Forfeiture of all Whol 
their Spiritual Rights, which are annexed to the Com o 
munion of the Church her Officers juſtly may, nay, Sur 
-ought to repel them from the Holy Offices, moft et 


bh x — Pot 

| (c) Vt qui ejici de Eccleſia, oy excludi habebat, judicium ſacerdotum 0 
N diſceſſione pracederet, quaſi evaſiſſe ſit penam, prevenifſe ſententiam. 
Kpiit. 43 ] 
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rtainly from the Lord's Table, until upon the re- 


duncing of their Schiſm, they are reſtored to her 
the Wommunion : If St. Paul commands Titus to'rejed 


ich as were thus Self-condemned. If heexhorts the 

mans to (b) Mark thoſe who cauſe Diviſions a-(*) Rom. 16. 

ong them contrary to the Doctrine they had learned 

d avoid them: It the Apoſtolical Canon (c) and the (c) EI ri; 

Punch of Antioch (d] denounce cxcommunication ggg, 

inſt thoſe who pray with, or receive to their Commu- ousd EH 

„ Excommunicates, or Perſons out of Communi- 2 

& - If all this lays any Obligation upon us, it can-(4) M3 T0 

t oblige us to leſs than to avoid and diſcounte-v7 5 xowe- 

| Wance their schiſm, and till they renounce it, not to , J, * 

Peeive them to the Holy Communion. r 
But Farbly, They who by the Churches excommu- 

B-cation or their own, were put out of the Communion 

f their own Church, were thereby alſo excluded from 

be Communion of all the Churches in the World. For 

ze the Catholick Church is but one Society, of 

hich every Church is a part, as he that is received 

Member into any part of it, becomes thereby a 

ember of the whole : (For though every Perſon is 

ptixed in ſome particular Church, yet the Apoſtle 

„ ich, We are all Baptized into one Body) ſo that 

Wcmber which is cut off from any part, is thereby 

Wet off from the whole Body. Indeed if he that was 

eceived by Baptiſm into a particular Church, did 

t thereby comemnce a Member of the whole Ca- 

Polick Church, when he removed into another 

Pountry he mult loſe the Benefit of publick Com- 

union and Worſhip ; and on the other hand, if 

e that was excommunicated from one Church, did 

Pot ftand excommunicate to the whole Chriſtian 

World, the Diſcipline of the - might _ - 

a eluded, 


own Church, by only changing his habitation, might 


their own Church; and becauſe Hereticks, Schiſma- 


thoſe who were out of the Communion of their ownf 


another City, i. e. another Dioceſs, is received ther 


r 
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ticks, and other excommunicate Perſons could not 2 

obtain ſuch Teſtimonials, whereſoever they went 4 

they found all other Churches ſhut n them, 250 
well as their own. 

This Diſcipline not to receive to Communion 


eluded, 2nd he that was RATS from his 


be in full Communion in another. To prevent 
which, by the ancient Diſcipline, no Strangers were 
admitted to Communion, without Communzicatory 
letters, certifying that they were in Communion with 


- 
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0 
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Church, deſcended without doubt from-Apoſtolical 
Practice; certainly Timothy would not have received 
into the Church of E pheſus, thoſe whom Titus had 


ected from that of ng ; and it was always held T 
of ſo great moment, that it is guarded by ſeveral and 
ancient Canons, particularly by the 12 Apoſtolicaſſ I. 
Canon. (e) F any (lergymam or Lap-man, that i. reſp 
excommunicated, or not fit to be received, going ti Ch 


0 


without cammend atory Letters, be that receives him I Ros 
aud. he that is. received ſball be excommunicated the! 
Which Canon is enforced? by the great Council off at n 
Nie, in her 5th. Canon F): in theſe words, LWBiſh 
the ſentence be in force according to the Canon K i. e ſolo 
the aforeſaid Apoſtolical Canon, and tis one of the 
many authentick Proofs of their great Antiquity | 
| = .. 
* ” 25 Be „ — J 3 
Ce) 0 7 Tis 8 3 erde anoeus ww, nru dJax]& CEOUUETS | X24, 
&y. ETLERN Toy Je NN d 8 cue ſalndò doe x, 7 (6 
Jedi. x KA. Can. Ap. 1 = OC 
Y Redleire ii va N oF oth FT Jia ſoę cl Tis Uo err dein 


* dTCAbirlas ug rio wi ego! leid · Con. Nie. Can. 3. 4 | 
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1 hi hich decrees, that they who are caſt out by ſome, be not 
light mitte by others. Both which Canons, expreſly 
vent forbid the excommunicates of one Church to be re- 
wereWreived by another. 

ator Nor are the Canons leſs expreſs againſt the ad- 
with niſſion of each others Schiſmaticks, The 31ſt. A- 
ſma-· Npoſtolical· Canon, as you ſee forbids any Church to ad- 
not vit not only excommunicates, but alſo others who are 
vent ot received, or fit to be received into their own Church. 
1, and to enforce the ſame Diſcipline the Council of 
A:tioch (a), forbids the praying with thoſe who do 
nion vet communicate in prayer with the Church, and 
owe - receive thoſe to. Communion who do not Com- 
licalhranicate with another Church,- and the Council of 
wed b) Laodicea faith, we ought not to pray with a He- 
hadWetich or with a Schiſmatick. 8. 
held Theſe were the Laws of the Primitive Church, 
eralnd her Practice was exactly agreeable to them. 
ical give an inſtance or two in each Caſe, firſt with 


+ 1 reſpect to thoſe who are excommunicated by the 
Church; as Marcion was by his own Father the Bi- 


hop of Sinope in Pontus, after which he came to 
Nome, and deſired to be received to Communion 
there, but was anſwer d, (c) That they could not do 
: without the conſent of his Father. So Cornelius 
Lei Biſhop of Rome, without any farther enquiry, ab- 

e ſolutely refuſed Communion to Feliciſſimu: when 
he came thither, becauſe he ſtood excommunicated 


— 


(4) My are ound Ae Tois wil TH cKxAndig ound Nou 
unh or dürfe UKAndia M 769 ON r KHKANTIC wi Tuudks 
Kowuhues. Can. 2. 
Yo a,) i en owd/yeX. . Can. 33. 
v4 P > "No * 


(c) "Orr & o uf zess Ts rue mdless 08 firo 
Fino Epiphan. Her. 42, | 


by. 


_ * . by St-Cyprine at Carthage; (d) and as for thoſe who * 
Hon themſelves by Schiſm, the Wer: 
3 Practice of the Church was the very ſame. Thus mo 
= when Maximus the  Presbyter, and Agendus the t M 
| Daacon, with the other Meſſengers of Novatian ur ] 

1 | came to Carthage, St. Cyprian (e) abſolutely refuſed WOOC 
| * to admit them to Communion, becauſe they were d E 
Torewarns his People, -( hat 34 any of them rſta 
Ky from his Communion, they 995 7 pg the ſame "hs 2 
time ſepardte themſelves from. the univerſal Church. Func 
Well, but what is all this to Dillenters >" Are they yverſi 
Schiſmaticks ? Schiſmm is a crime of ſo hajnous.a na- Wd e 
ture, and I have ſo great compaſſion ot thoſe that Þ crc 
— are involved in it, that Thad much rather every one WMadgr 
8 could be acquitted from that guilt, an charge any Wait) 
Mag, with it 7 * when 9 that we 2 nd y 
before the Judgement ſeat Cbriſt, I feel fo ext 

— * my fellow Metals int I wiſh every WE th: 
. Man's Burthen were lighter than it is, and ſhould om 
with pleaſure contribute to make it fo, fo far am I han 

from defiring to add one grain to its weight; but this Weir 

very for their Perſons excites us freely vide 
to tell them, both of their Sin and Danger; where- Mod. 
as to foſten it by an affected Moderation, is to encou- I ne 
rage them in it. We muſt judge of things as they hw 1 
are, and ſpeak of them as we judge, and when we t tl 

do fo, we judge, and ſpeak truly; and falfly, if Whur 
_ — — — — — — — — — 24 en 
£4) 06 crimine ſus plurima & eraviſfma abftentum, rejeflum 3 te illic ae. Mllin 
Epiſt. 59. Cypr. Cornelio fratri. 1 | 12 0 3 Ar 

7 5 A communicatione eos noſtra ſtatim cohibendos eſſe cenſuimus. Ep. 44. 
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ho ( 17 ) 
the Wrherwiſe, ſo that here's no room for Moderation ot 
bus moderation, but for Truth or Falſehood; and tis 
t Moderation but Evidence, that muſt regulate 
War Judgements. It is not then Truth and Falſe- 
Pod; nor moral Good and Evil; but the Goods 
d Evils of thisLife which are the proper objects of 
"Moderation ; and it is employ d not about the Un- 
Srſtanding and Judgment, but about the Affecti- 
Ss and Paſſions. It is that Virtue which ſets 
unds to our love and hatred, to our deſires and 
erſions, to our hopes and fears, and to our joys 
= Wd griefs; and therefore let Moderation be never 
great a Virtue, it has nothing to do with our 
ment of things. We ought to judge that to be 
ny Wnity which is fo, and the breach of it to be Schiſm; 
Md yet whilſt we judge of Sins as they are, we are 
extend our Charity to the Perſons that are guilty 
chem; we are to treat them with Humanity and 
Wompaſion, we are to judge no worſe of them 
an we have clear Evidence of the Degrees of 
is Weir guilt, and to hope the beſt where we have no 
Wvidence to the contrary. And if they will call this 
re- Noderation, which is properly a branch of Charity, 
-l not contend with em for a word, and will al- 
ey Pu it to be as great a Virtue as they deſire; only 
we t them remember, that Zeal for the Unity of the 
if Whurch, and the Preſervation of it; Zeal to recover 
— Men from their Sins, and to prevent others from 
ſe. Malling into them, are as great, if not greater Virtues, 
44 And having made this Apology for any thing, 
2% Wat may ſeem at leaſt, ſeverc in what I have ſaid 
e. er ſhall ſay of the Difſeneer's Separation, I ſhall not 
r- Mcruple to charge tem with Schiſm, as all the Or- 
Wodaox. and the learned Divines of our Church 
F have 


* 


the Twelve Apoſtles (whom alone he ſent as his Fa- 2 


or to all the other Officers of the Church; if their 


but as appears from their Commiſſion, was to con- 


Canterbury ſince the Reformation; if the Authors who 
_ atteſt this Superiority of Biſhops, lived ſome of them 


| ( 18 * 2 
have always done. For if our Lord founded his | 
Church in a Subordination of Officers, by inveſting 


ther ſent him) with a Power Superior to the Seventy | 
Dsſciples ; it the Apoſtles exerciſed a Power Superi- 


Power as Church-Governors did not die with them, 


tinue with their Succeſſors to the end of the World; bli 
if the earlieſt Records of the Church aſſure us, that 

this Superior Power, thus founded in Divine Inſtitu- i 
tian and Apoſtolical Practice, was continued 4n the 
Biſhops as Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, Having Preſ- 
byters and Deacons fubject to them; if we have as 
certain an account of the Succeſſion of the Biſnops 
to the Apoſtles in the greater Churches, as Jeruſalem, | 
Antioch, Rome, and Alexandria, in thoſe very 
times, in which alone the Presbyterians doubt it, 
as we have of the Succeſſion of the Archbiſhops of 


in the Apoſtolical age it ſelf, and ſome of the reſt® 
who atteſt That, and the Succeſſion too, lived much the. 
nearer to the Apoſtles, than we do to the Reformation, ® Ap, 
fo that any Man may with as much confidence ſay, 7 
we do not know whether this Church was governed 
by Biſhops when it reform'd , as ſay theſe Authors 
did not know whether Biſhops as Superior to Preſ- 
byters, immediately ſucceeded the Apoſtles in the, 


Government of the Church; and laſtly, it the Epi- the 


copal Government has deſcended with the other parts 3 — 
of Chriſtianity , and with the ſame Evidence, thro bl 
all Ages ſince, and extended it ſelf With it into all 
parts of the World, inſomuch that all the Adyerſa- 
tries 


ries of this Government have not, after they have 
ſearch'd every corner of Antiquity, yet been able to 
name one Church in any Age, or part of the World 
that was not governed by Biſhops; if all this be 
true, as it certainly is, then for Chriſtians to ſepa- 
rate from the Communion of their Biſhop, is not 
em, only to violate the Unity of the Church, but to ſe- 
on- parate from that Authority which Chriſt has eſta- 
| = bliſhed in it, and all the Benefits of the new Covenant 
which are adminiſtred only by that Authority, and 
in that Communion. But to ſet up an oppolite Com- 
munion, is in effect to renounce that Authority 
== Chriſt has left to his Church, and to ere& a new 
Authority of their own, which is a moſt Sacrilegi- 
2+ ous Uſurpation, as to join in ſuch a Communion, is 
Þ a Schiſm of the higheſt kind. 5 
And having beheld the Divine Original, the 
Perpetuity, and Univerſality of the Epiſcopal Au- 
thority and Government; Let me now make the 
ſame Challenge to the Presbyterians, which Tertul- 
lian made to ſome Hereticks in his Age, (a) Let 
= them produce the Originals of their Churches; Let 
uch them derive the Seceſſion of their Miniſters from the 
ion, * Apoſtles, how far back into Antiquity can they trace 


ſay, their Line of Succeſſion? Into Antiquity do I ſay? 
ned I doubt they'll be forc'd to ſtop within the Memo- 
ors ry of Man; for higher they cannot go, than that 
reſ- fatal Revolt which their Fathers made from their 


the Biſhops and from Epiſcopacy it ſelf, and aſſumed to 
piſ- 6 themſelves the Power of Ordination, and of govern- 
arts 3 . ** | 


are 64 7 

1rO © (a) Edant ergo origines Eceleſizrum ſuarum : Evolvant ordinem Epiſcoporum 

all frorum, ita per Sucre imer abinitio, ut primus ile Epiſcopus aliquem ex A- 
"X 22/tolis vel Apaſtolicig wiris, &c. Tertull. De Præſcrip. Hæretic. c. 32. 


rſa- 
ties 


ing 


£38 (9 J* T Wh 
ing the Church about 60 Years ago; for before tl... ; 
time, there were no ſuch Presbyters in this Church, by 
whom they can derive ſuch a Power, nor any indeed 
in the whole Chriſtian world for 1500 Years after 
Chriſt ; Here then was the Original of their Church. 
This the Epocha of their Succeſſion : ſo that 
here's a Gulph fixt that they can never paſs, for theſe 
revolting Presbyters, having no Predeceſſors from 
whom they can make their claim, or, as St. Cyprian 4 
faith, Succedunt nemini, à ſeipſo orti, They ſucceed- 4; 
ed to no body, by whom they can derive ſucha Power, 
but proceeded from themſelves, and were the Origi- % 
nals of their own Authority. And what is, if this be 
not, as the ſame Saint ſaith, Humanam Inſtituere 
Eccleſiam, a Church of Humane Inſtitution ? F 
I might alledge numerous Authorities from the  * 
Fathers, but I'll only produce the Canon of ſome 
of the ancient Councils, wherein we have their Au- 
thorities united in 1 this The 
olical Canon (e) ſaith, F any Precbyter con- 
23 his own Biſhop ſhall hold a ſeparate meeting, 
and ere# another Altar, having nothing to charge Bi- ; 
Biſhop in Piety (d) or Juſtice, let him be depoſed as 
an ambitious AﬀeFor of Government, for he is an 


Uſurper - Likewiſe as many of the Clergy as jon with "7 


'# : 
* 
* 

k 


nd 


(c) Ei mrs aproBueegs ndlaperrioas Te ici Er N, Twins 
yaſn, Y Fuaras ney ETee90 WG), und i xe ſronds ⁊d EA e 
cee, N dννẽ) un, MA ανẽL]ĩ dg thary , TVvearOr 78 kl Ke 
@TWTWE: J Y 08 NνEðs j xen, Y 000! 47 3 2 Tezdoy )-ol 5 Aﬀaixel FF _ 
&poerdiCoray, Can. 32. * 

d) In this Caſe the Canons provided for a regular Procedure, in the ® 
d ynod of the Province. | -_ 


him © 


rn 


* 


t- bal be de oſed, 

b, by —— ol Gargra Decrees, (a) 4 any Man 
deed = bl hold 4 private Meeting out of the Church, and 
after IT preſume to celebrate Divine Service, the officiatin 
urch, * Presbyter not being thereunto licenſed by the Biſhop, 
that Ie, him be Anathema. The Council of Antioch De- 
theſe crees, (b) 22 Pre cbyter or Deacon deſpiſing his own 
from | ſeparated from the Church, and ſet up an 


Biſbop, hat 
Altar in a private Congregation, and ſhall refuſe to obey 
his Biſhop calling him a firſt and ſecond time, he ſhall 
be abſolutely depoſed as an uncurable Perſon, and 
one that cannot retain his Honour. The ſecond Ge- 
IF neral Council, (ce) Ranks thoſe with Hereticks who 
pretend to profeſs the true Faith, yet make a Schiſm, 
and hold oppoſite Aſſembles to the Canonical Biſhops. 
The fourth General Council Decrees, (d) If any of 
© the Clergy or Monks ſhall be found conſpiring or making 
Xt Fraternities, or contriving any thing againſt the Bi- 
op or their Fellow-Clergymen, let them be utterly de- 
XZ graded; And again, the ſame Council declares, 
That (e) to put 4 Biſhop into the Rank of a Presbyter 
= 2s Sacrilege. 5 
ee ent, hog eee al 
X 7s TecoCuligs x7! yroulu 7 'Emoxime dydleua Bg. Can. 6. 
7 (b) "Er Tis meeoCuree©®> n Jiaxor® nalageprnocns TT de, "Em 
xs Agde rauldy 4 "Exxandias, Yig owiſeſs x; $uorerher 


* ov tmngn, N T4 Extensa Tegoxantoa ue dralloin, Y wi Biaoi]o 
rd, redes, und vraxto, x agoTov x, Sd TSeOv Karts], Teroy 


—_ x mailers, Y wnmers Seegmaas vu dre, wits us 

er iT AcuCdvey & ta riulw. Can. 5. ; — 

ixot 83 C 2 Alge]ixts xνν,⁵•m 765 Ts -v 5 N, 760 F mis1v 
» 0 Uſin Tegaror ues oponoſEy, ND N hes 5 Y dvlicoud- 


ſovlas Tols xavorixois nw Emmuimrog. b 
_ (4) El Tivss Toivw xAneaxo} 7 MoyaGor]es C ede, I ounoyurd uot 
I poglerdl ole, i dCi Tvedos]is Ex i wnrAnetrois 
UTIT]ETOY, TAY} T% ole Bf H. Conc. Chalced. Can. 18. 
ſe) Exicxooy eis αεν e Baluy gigey Tecoovain Rip, Can. 29. 
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626) N 
Theſe were the Decrees of the higheſt Authorii 
in the Primitive Church againſt Presbyters, who 
made a Schiſm from their Biſhop, by exerciſing the 
Presbyters Office without or againſt his Authority; 
If you ask what were the Decrees againſt Presbyters 
that Uſurp the Epiſcopal Office it ſelf. I muſt an- 


ſwer, there were none, for the ſame reaſon, that nei- 


ther Solon nor Romulus made any Laws againſt Parri- 
cide, becauſe they imagined none would attempt fo 


great a Crime. But ſince there were ſuch Decrees a- Div. 
gainſt Presbyters, who executed only their own Office 


without the Authority of their Biſhops, what Ana- 1 


thema s might have been expected from thoſe Coun- 
cils againſt Presbyters that uſurp the Epiſcopal Office 


it ſelf, by affuming to themſelves the Power of 
Ordination, and governing the Church in oppoſi- 


tion to it? We have of late heard much from the Mie 


Diſſenters, of Archbiſhop. Uſer's Model of Epiſ- 
copacy , which I perceive by an Advertiſement is 
ready to be publiſhed by them; they would do 

well to conſider, that when that very learned Pri- 

mate was making favourable Allowances towards 
fome of the Foreign Churches who have not Bi- 
ſhops 5 even then when he went to the utmoſt ® 
lengths of his Condenſcention, he could find no Salve ! 
for our Presbyterians, but leaves them under the guilt 
of their Schiſm, for he adds, (F) Jet on the other hand, 
holding as I do, that a Biſhop hath Superiority in de- 
gree above Presbyters ; you' may eaſily judge that the 


— 


— — 


(f) This was written in his Note- book with his own hand, dated 1655. 
2 little before his Death, as we are aſſured 55 the Lord Primate's 
Grandſon, James Tyrrel, Eſq; in the Appendix to his Grandfather's Life, 
p. 6. when Epi ſcopacy was at its loweſt Ebb in this Iſland. . 
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» BW dination made by ſuch Prebyters as have ſevered 
10 i herſelves from their Biſhops, cannot poſſubly by me be 
de ccnſed from being Schiſmatical. * 
3 1 As for the Reaſons which the Diſſenters alledge 
rs o juſtific ſo deſperate a Schiſm, they have been ſo 
Wften and fully anſwer'd,that it is a wonder they have 
Dot generally returned into the boſom of the Church; 
ft it were not a greater, how they could ever break 
he Unity of it for ſuch Reaſons. For among all the 
Diviſions that have infeſted the Church of God , 
Mone ever began a Schiſm about the External Rites 
df Religion, except our Diſſenters in England, who. 
Wor the very. ſame Reaſons, that they have ſeparated 
From this Church, muſt have ſeparated from the 
Primitive Church, which obſerved more Rites than 
Durs; and if even the Primitive Church was not 
Holy and Pure enough for them to Communicate 
C Poith, let them confider what becomes of Two Arti- 
is les of their Creed, The Holy Catholic Church, and 
be Communion of Saints. | 
* As for the peculiar Reaſons which the Occaſional 
KConformiſts give for their Separation, they alſo 
have often been fairly anſwer d, particularly in a 
te Book entituled, Occaſional Conformity, a moſt 
 rrjuſtifiable Practice. | 
But to leave the Occafional Conformiſt, and return 
o the Members of the Church, they muſt all believe 
"She Diſſenters Schiſmaticks, or paſs: themſelves for 
. Wnſincere Members of it, for as a War cannot be juſt 
dn both ſides, ſo a breach cannot be made in the Unity 
Jof the Church, but one fide muſt be guilty of Schiſm. 
„In ſhort, they muſt believe the Diſſenters have juſt cauſe 
to ſeparate, or they have not; if they believe the 
| Diſſenters 


. 
Diſſenters have juſt cauſe to ſeparate, and unla wf 
Terms of Communion are the only juſt cauſe, how 
can they acquit themſelves of inſincerity, by con- 
tinuing in a Church from which they believe they 
ought to ſeparate : But if they'll ſay, the Diſſentersl 
have no juſt cauſe for their Separation, they con- 
deman them of Schiſm, for all acknowledge a cauſe- 


leſs Separation to be ſo. h | ' 
And having gone through the five 1 e Fe. 
we have prevented the main Queſtion, Whether the Neei 
Diſſenters ought to be admitted to the Holy Com- of | 
munion, before they renounce their Schiſm 5 for it * 
has received its Anſwer already in theſe Propoſiti- P 
ons, all which concur in one deciſive concluſion a. (1 

gainſt it. For if the Church hath by Divine Right 2 
Power to excommunicate; if Schiſmaticks as well 4 : 
as other Offenders deſerve Excommunication, and * 
the Church by her Canons denounces it againſt them nal 
and if when ſhe doth not inflict it on particular — 
Perſons by her Sentence, yet they always excommu. | 
nicate themſelves by their Schiſm, and thereby loſ:® . 
their Right of approaching the Lord's Table, à nur 
well as thoſe who are excommunicated by the he 
Church; and if they who are cut off from thei: co. 
own Church either way, do by the ancient Diſci It | 
pline ſtand excommunicated from all the Churche Mat: 
in the World; and laſtly, if this be the condition = 
of all Schiſmaticks, and our Diſſenters are ſuch, ther if , ,, 
certainly they ought not to be admitted to the Holy WM th 
Communion until they renounce their Schiſm. rsa 
This is a neceſſary conſequence from the forego attc 
ing Principles, and it is in vain to diſpute this, un- Igteer 
leſs you can deſtroy thoſe, which will be no very eaſity tely 
task Ne ne 


(.2 


Wt, for they are not private Fancies or novel Opi- 


ra. ; ions, but they are founded on that ſenſe of Scrip- 
; — irre, which has been received down all along by 


4 pnſtant Tradition, atteſted by the univerſal Practice 
e the Primitive Church, and ratified by the Decrees 
General Councils, for I have alledged no Canons, 


Int either of the firſt four General Councils, which the 


yon Ns of the State as well as of the Church of Exgland, 
5 ¶Pceive with great reverence; or thoſe which are ſtiled 


A poſtolical, which tho not made by the Apoſtles, ap- 
1 roach the neareſt to their time; or elſe the Canons 
Provincial Councils, but of ſuch only as were el- 
fer than the 1ſf General Council or not later than the 
, and whoſe Canons were all taken into that 1/# 
ode of the univerſal Church, which was ratified by 


larly hey have thereby obtained the Sanction and Autho- 


of ty of a General Council. 

L OF Thele are the higheſt Authorities in the Catholick 
"5 by Ehurch, and which have ever been, and ever will 
bY X held venerable in Chriſtendom ; and if I have not 
To Wiſtaken their ſenſe, as I am pretty certain I have 


got, I am ſecure under ſo great Authorities, and he 
che it attacks this Diſcourſe, in order to defend Oc- 
tion, Vonal Conformity, or the Admiſſion of Schiſmaticks 

be Holy Sacrament, muſt ſet himſelf in oppoſition 
Joly the Laws of the Catholick Church, and its uni- 
Ferſal Practice in the Primitive Ages; and that not in 
Watters of ſmall moment, but which have ever been 
un Wſteem'd Eſſential to the Church's Unity, and abſo- 
tely neceſſary to maintain Diſcipline. This will 
Wc n0 very decent employment for any one who ex- 
Preſſes a concern for either, and a Man need be all 
 , H | over 


| We fourth Occumenical Council, ſo that altho ori- conc. chacec 
nally they were the Canons of Provincial Synods, Can. 1. 


( 25.) 
over Innovation before he undertakes it, but twii 
be ſtill leſs decent in a Member of the Church oj 
England, which has ſo great a Veneration for that 
Synod. Lond. Authority, which requires her Miniſters to teach the] 
— de "ci. People nothing but what is agreeable to the Doctrine Pi Ga 
nat. the Old or New Teſtament, and what the Catholick Cer: 
Fathers, and ancient Biſhops have collected out of that and 
Do@rine, and which as I have already obſerved, has f/ 
conform d her Laws to thoſe of the —— Church. /t 
So particularly in the main Caſe before us, ſhe F | 
enjoins her Miniſters wot to admit  Schiſmaticks tol 
the Holy Communion by her 27th. Canon z. and who 
theſe Schiſmaticks are, ſhe deſcribes in the Body off 
that Canon: ſuch 2. will not recerue kneeling. , 
as refuſe to be preſent at the pablick Prayers * 14 
ing to the Orders of the Church of * ee Andi 
here let the Occaſional Conformiſt obſerve, the 
Church orders all her Members duely to reſort 10 
the Church upon all Sundays and Holidays, as appears 
from her 'goth Canon; . therefore he who only 
once for an Office, or it may be once a Year, is pre- 
fent at the Liturgy, is not preſent atcording to whe 2h 
Orders of the Church of England, and therefore by And 
this Canon ought not tò be admitted to the Lords 1 the 
Table: or ſuch Schiſmaticks as are common and no- 4 E 
torious Depravers of the Bool of Common Prager and WF" 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and Orders, en 
Rites, and Ceremonies therein preſcribed, &c. None of 4 an 
theſe are to be admitted to the Communion, except every > 
ſuch Perſon ſhall firſt acknowledge to the Miniſter, 
before the Churchwardens his Repentance, for the ſame 4 pa ; 
and promiſe that he will do ſo no more, 3 

Nay, ſo far is the Church from admitting Schiſ- be 
waticks to the Holy Communion, that by her th 
0 on 
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1 | 29 
Wit Capon ſhe declares, thoſe that ſhall ſeparate from the 
O CImmurnion of Saints, a5 it is approved by the Apoſile's + 


that WE.Rves in the Church of England, and combine themſelves 
the 4 nem Brotherhood, accounting the Chriſtians who are 
e off conformable to- the Do@rine, Governments, Rites, an 
lick! ECeremonies of the Church of England „ as prophane 
that © | and unmeet for them to join with in Chriſtian Pro- 
| Wel/ror, to be excommunicated, iplo facto, and not 
cored, but by the Archbiſhop after their Repentance, 
nd pablick 1 of ſuch their wicked Er- 
ort. And this Canon allo, if I am not miſtaken 
Wreaches the Occaſional Conformiſt, for although he 
y of oth not hold thoſe that contorm to the Church to 
e prophane, yet he accounts them not pure enough 
. ith whom he may live in conſtant Communion as 
And F<llow-member, and that alone is o Join with 
the ben in the Chriſtian Profelſion, and therefore ſeparates 
+- jp from the Communion of the Church, and joins 
years bimſelf to a new Communion, or Brotherhood of 
only hich he declares himſelf a ſtated Member. 

pre- Indeed whoever conſiders the Diſcipline of the 
th, Church of England, and by what deliberate ſteps 
- by andi gradual advances ſhe leads her own children to 
2rd the Holy Table, as the higheſt Act of Communion, 
„ and with what care ſhe guards the Holy Myſteries 


| 11 9 rom unqualified and raſh Intrudors, will eaſily be 
ert, Ponvinced, ſhe never deſign d Schiſmaticks ſhould be 
"A of F4mitted there. 


Fir, She orders that none be baptiſed without 
Pponſors, who ſhall ſtipulate with the Church in. the 


ſame! name of the Child, and give Security for his Educa-See theExhor- 


ion in the Chriſtian Religion, and in the Communion 
chiſ· 
1 oth 


mon formation 
FT. 


_—_— — 
end of the Of- 
dt the Church; for they alſo are charged to take care fice of publick 


hat when he is fit, he be brought to the Biſhop for Con- Baptilm. 


1 


firmation, and in the mean time not the Syretzes only 

are charged with his Education, but the Pariſh 

id. Can. 24 Prieſt or Curate, is particularly enjoin'd to take great 

2 *. care to Catechiſe, to inſtru# and examine the youth, and 

after the the common People in the Principles of the Chriſtian 

Relgion according to the Church Catechiſm ; and injoins, 

that none be preſented to the Biſhop for Confirmation 

till they can give an account, and reaſon of their Faith, 

Rubrick after Of which the Curate who ir to preſent them, is the 
the Order of Judge; and not even then to be confirmed, arleſs 
Confirmation. 25 Biſhop approves of them. : 

Farther the Church ſtrictly enjoins, that none be 

admitted to the Holy Communion, until ſuch time as he 

be confirmed, or be ready and deſirous to be confirmed. 

Now this is a Law of the Land as well of the Church, 

for all the Rabricks are confirm'd by Ad of Parlia- 

ment. And what multitudes of Occaſional Confor- 

miſts doth this one Law exclude from the Holy Com- 

munion ? For how few of them have ever been con- 

firmed ? And if they be not already, they muſt be 

great Hypocrites to ſay they deſire it, deſire to be con- 

firm'd Members of the Epiſcopal Church, when 

they are no Members of it, nor ever intend to 

be. Now the great reaſon why the Church re- 

quires Perſons to be confirm'd before they come 

to the Holy Communion, is becauſe having been 

baptiſed in their infancy, upon a contract made by 

Sureties in their Names; they might now in their 

own Perſons renew and confirm that contract, and i 

upon it be acknowledged for Members of the Church 

by the Impoſition of the hands, and the Benedicti- 

on of its chief Paſtors. Hence tis plain, the Church 

deſigns none ſhould be admitted to this higheſt and | 

moſt Solemn Act of Communion , until they are 

con- 


- pa bY A - a | . 
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een Nessbers of the Church; when they are 
fo? ſhe obliges them at the Age of 16 to receive this 
Sacrament thrice a year at leaſt, But ſtill to 


* * | 

riſo Npreſerve the Dignity of theſe Myſteries, and as 
eat ach as may be the integrity of her Communi- 
dA Mon, by her 26th Canon, ſhe enjoyns her Miniſters 


o admit no notorious Offenders; and by her 27th Ca- 
Won, 20 Schiſmaticks, to the participation of em: 
And that neither may gain a ſurreptitious Admiſſi- 
pn, the very next Canon forbids any Strangers from 
ber Prariſbet to be received to the Holy Communion; 
and che firſt Rubrick before that Office requires, 
Wo may as intend to be partakers of it, ſhall fignifie 


be N beir Names to the Curate, at leaſt ſome time the day 
be before. | 8 | 4 | | | 
ed, This is the Pious care; this the wiſe Diſcipline of 
ch, pur Holy Mother the Church of Exgland, enjoin'd 
ia- y her Rubricks and Canons, which is utterly tram 


ed on by the Intruſion of Occafional Conformiſts ; 

ere comes one who is no Member of the Church, 
dor intends to be one, who will not be under the 
iniſter's Cure, of whom he can give little or no 
count, and of whom it may be he has no Know- 
edge: It is poſſible he may never have been bap- 

Hed, he may be excommunicated; he may be So- 
inian or Deiſt; tis forty to one if he be confirm'd, 
o be ſure he does not deſire it; however, he has an 
Office, and that he may elude the Law demands to 


en | 
by Ie admitted. This is not regularly and reverently to 
cir Wpproacb, but rather to invade the Lord's Table: 
nd Ind to admit ſuch a one, is not more againſt our 
ch on, than the Primitive Diſcipline. 

qi. In a printed Speech ſaid to be ſpoken in the Honſe 


Lords, by a learned Prelate, pon the Bill againſt 
1 


Occaſional 


Occaſtonal 1 it is affirm d, That = os 
eſtabliſhment founded on the Primitine Patter 

true meaſure of our Church, and thoſe who riſe above 
it, as are at much out of the way, as thoſe that fall be 
low it. It muſt be own'd, this is ſo true a meaſure nout 
that none can refuſe to put the iſſue of this Cauſe cert: 
upon it, and if the reſt of the Speech was againiM1 ſh: 
the Bill, yet we need no other meaſure, than whatM vent 
theſe words give us, to condemn the Practice which | 
the Bill would reſtrain. 

We have ſeen the Primitiue Pattern, if. the Lai 
of the Catholick Church, and its univerſal Pra#5c:MSt.-C 
in the firſt Ages can ſhew it us: And i is there th Lett 
leaſt ſhadow of Occaſional Conformity, or of the schi 
allowance of it in this Primitive Pattern? Do voin 
find Schiſmaticks received at the Primitive Altars? O97 
one Canon in the whole Code that allows it? Is no Hel 
the Practice of the Catholick Church one continued tai 
Precedent againſt it ? Is it not the very reverſe of iii ¶ quot 
Diſcipline, and a Contradiction to all its Laws ve 4 
Communion 2? We have ſeen our Legal Eftabliſhment be ſu 
too, if the Rubricks and Canons are a part of it, and ve; 
find they are conformable to that Primitive Pattern 0 
which they are founded, and that Occaſional Conformi er, 
ty, or the - Ad miſſion of Schiſmaticks to the Communi wit 
on, is expreſly condemned by both; and if this be far 
the true meaſure of the Church of 55 land, Not ti and 
admit Schiſmaticks until they renounce ele Schiſm Wprel 
Then, as not to receive them upon their Repen-Wll (h: 
tance would be to riſe above it; ſo to admit them tofMWwit! 
the Holy Communion without renouncing theit Whe 
Schiſm, is to fall below it; if any ſhould be againſt noto 
receiving them upon their Repentance, they wouldM exco 
be High-Churchmen indeed, but I know not | wc Soul 

Churc 


ehufttiman in Exgland, it would be not only to riſt 
er than the Church, but would be a ſtrain be- 
yond Novatianiſm it ſelf; and for thoſe that favour 
the latter, and are for admitting them without re- 
nouncing or entirely forſaking their Schiſm, they 


N certainly fall below this true meaſure of the Church, But 
int 1 ſhall leave them to conſider that, and let them fall 
rbatl gently without ſo much as a term of Diſtinction. 
nich Whilſt I was confidering the Primitive Pattern; 


produced ſome Teſtimonies, as'T might many, from 


i that valuable Monument of the Ancient Diſcipline 

Fic St. Cyprian's Epiſtles, I ſhall add one more from his 5: e gu. 
the Letter to Caldonins,, &c. where tpeaking of the / * 
the schiſmatick Feliciſſimus, he ſaith, Whoſoever ſhall —— — 


join himſelf to his Schiſm, let him know: that he ſhall ſciat ſe in ke. 
Lot communicate in the Church with us, who voluntari- — wg 
choſe to be ſeparated. from the Church. After a cer- municaturum, 
Wain learned * Divine of the Church of England, had ehm ma: | 
i quoted this ſaying he made this remark, and had CIP 
we 4 St. Cyprian among us at this day, they would not Epiſt. 41. 
be ſuffered to ſhift turns thus between a Church and & Con- e 4 
venticle ; for he expreſly declared, that thoſe who com- tion in the 
municated with Felicitlimus, his Schiſmatical Presby- 43 wriſt. 
ter, ſhould not be ſuffered to communicate in the Church in his pic. 9 
with him. 1 need not add, that every Biſhop is thus courſe about 
far a St. Cyprian, that he has the ſame Authority, ER 
Wand is under the ſame Obligations that he was, to * 
preſerve the Unity and Diſcipline of the Church. 
381 ſhall cloſe this appeal to the Catholick Church 
with a Challenge of the learned Mr. Thorndike, Forbearince 
benſoever, ſaith he, the Church excommunicates for * 
= otorions and ſcandalous Sin, to reſtore him that is ſo 
excommunicate to Communion, would be to murther hir 


Soul and Chriſtianity both at once, not ſuppoſing ſome 
i propor- 


oport ionable Preſumption of amendment in him ' 
2 Thas therefare muſt Bold as the reaſo of 
it holds, in thoſe. that excommumic ate themſelves ;" in 
the-reconciling of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks to the 
Church, And this the whole Practice of the Church 
of God from the beginning ſhews them that are willing 


* 
— 


2 e 
al 


Wer. 


to underſtand, the reaſon of it, before they tread tha 
Authority under foot, which the common Chriſtianity" 


words, ſbem me, ſaith he, any Hereſie or Schiſm Þ Lg 

ever reſtored to the Church, without renouncing the ſame, PY 
a 1 mill confeſs, that the Church it ſelf toned Hf. l. 
reticij or Schiſneatick from the ſame date. fn! 
But here it may be objected, that the ame Laws Pe 
which obliges Perſons to receive the Holy Sacra- n, 
ment as a Qualification for Offices, do oblige the on 

_ "Clergy to admit them to it. To which I anſwer, IV 
That as I have proved in the beginning of this Diſ- an 
cocurſe, that Chriſt hath. inveſted his Church with The 
a, Power to admit Perſons into her Communion, Man 
and to. exclude them from it, either in part or en- O 
 itixely ; ſo the Conſtitution of our Kingdom doth re- al 
ſerve to the Church all thoſe Rights which Chriſt At, 1+ 


"Is al to follow. Then follows his Challenge in n. © 
1 e 


hath given her, and thus Magna Charta begins, We A. 
baue granted unto God, and by this our preſent Char- \. F.. 


ter have confirmed for us, and for our Heirs for ever, ; 
that the Church of England ſball be free, and enjoy all wg 
Her Rights entire, and her Liberties inviolable; and if - 
Free in any thing, then certainly free in the exerciſe 4 
of thoſe: Spiritual Rights, with which its Officers ,! 
are inveſted by a Divine Charter, free in the diſpen- 3 8 
1 6.4, 1. ſing of thoſe Myſteries of God wheredf they are the | 8 
only Stewards. And it was with reſpecf to this We, c 
= Greater 3 T; 
4 Per 


ep; 


(35) 

ale (aid of the Officers of the Church, that they 
were the proper Judges pointed by: Chrift, to whom 

they themſelves ſhould appt 

Vin the exerciſe of this Power; netwithſtanding Her 
Nig bes (tand upon a Divine Charter, and are (ſecured: 
Þy. the Great Charter of the Kingdom, eſtabliſh'd 
EH. its Laws, and confirm'd by the Oaths of our 
lings and Queens at their Coronations, ſhe would 
be leſs free in this reſpect, and in a worſe Conditi- 


2 bn, than any of the Tolerated Sects. But as that 

the Lord Chief Juſtice derived the Church's Right from 

ver Divine Inſtitution, fo he knew the Laws of the | 
Dif. Land left her free in the exerciſe of it. Indeed what gee the-piat. 
vith be Church is poſſeſs d of. by Divine Right, no Hu- gue between 


ion, 
en- 


110 Vit is certain, that they muſt obey God, rather then 
77, Man, but they muſt afferts it by ſuffering, not with- 
. an armed Goſpel, and acknowledge the Authority 
yen. when they cannot obey the Law. Thus while we 
„ ender to God the things that are God's, we ſhall 
1 if Hender to Ceſar, the things that are Ceſar's. Thus 
iſe he Divine Inſtitutions will be inviolably preſerved: 
ers To the end of the World, the Governments of the 
n. World never diſturb'd by Religion, and God's Au- 


Fhority revered in Both. | 

his l But the Caſe before us ſtands in no need of this 
WDetcnce ; for I preſume we may lay down this for 
Truth, That our Legiſlators never intended thoſe 


WPcrſons ſhould be admitted, to the Lord's Table, as a 
egal Qualification, who they never deſign d ſhould 
4 K. be 


Greater Charter, that the late Lord Chief Juſtice additional 
Notes on the 

Life and Death 

of Sir Mar 


ly Sacraments, or to whom ! hey tw Male, 
ould deny them. Indeed were not the Church free“ 


(35) 
be admitted to Offices ; and ſince they deſi gn d by 
theſe Laws to exclude from the latter, all who were 
not Members of the Church, they never could intend 
ſach ſhould be admitted to the former ; for they re- 
15 All 1 "Offices receive the. Sacrament accord-Mof! 
ng to the Uggeg of the Church of England, no o- and 
ther w iſe than i it was a certain Teſt chat they were 4 \ nc 
Members of it. ' Suppoſe then not only a Schiſ- Me! 
mal ick ot an wnconfirm d Perſon, but an unbaptiſed mit 
or an excommunicated Perſon ; a profeſs d Socinian ¶ fice 
or Deiſt; a notorious Sinners, or one that nouriſhed to 
Mortal hatred , ſhould happen to obtain an Office, Irece 
can we believe the Laws intended to oblige the Ma I 
Church to admit Perſons under theſe Diſpoſitions Wber 
to be Partakers of the Bleſſed Euchariſt. It would the 
be an injury to the Legiſlators to imagine they =” 
ever defign'd it. And therefore the Caſe ſeems to be 
very plain, that when the Laws require men to re- I ; 5 
ceive this Holy Sacrament to qualifie themſelves for tha 
Offices; they always ſuppoſe, that they muſt firſt tor 
qualific themſelves for the Holy Sacrament according ; ch 
to the Holy Laws of the Church, which are founded Lo 
on thoſe of the Goſ pel; otherwiſe the Laws which g 
require this Legal Qualification might be utterly de- '% 
feated, and the receiving of the Sacrament would 
ceale to be a Teſt, that the Perſons who received it 1 he 
were Members of the Church. the 
But to make this yet plainer, if it may be, because] 
the main hinge of this Controverſie, with reſpect to WCC 
the Laws, turns upon it. The end and deſign of the Ai. 
Corporation and Teſt Acts was the Preſervation of the ma 
Conſtitution both in Church and State; and in order . 
to that, to place all Offices and Employments i in the 
Handsof thoſeperſons only who were Members of the 9 * 
Church; 1 4 


n 
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Church ; and that they might aſſure the Govern- 


b 
0 ment they were truly ſo, it is required of all Perſons 


vere 


tend Min Office to make a Declaration, and receive the Ho- 
y re- iy Sacrament according to the Uſages of the Church 
ord- of England. This is the plain and undoubted intent 


o o- and meaning of both theſe Acts of Parliament. 
vere and now can they who own themſelves ſtated 
chiſ- Members of an oppolite Communion, demand ad- 
iſed Mnitctance to the Sacrament as a Qualification for Of- 
nian {Wfices by theſe Laws, which were enacted on purpoſe 
ſhed to exclude them; and when the Laws require the 
fice, Mreceiving of the Sacrament no otherwiſe than as it is 
the Na Teſt or ſacred Profeſſion that they are truly Mem- 
ions bers of the Church: If theſe men can prevail with 
ould their own Conſciences, to make this Profeſſion when 
they Whey are not fo, can they believe theſe Laws oblige 
be he Church to admit Schiſmaticks to the Sacrament, 
re- amd own thoſe for her Members who are not, only 
for that they may elude the Laws? Could the Legiſla- 
firſt tors who knew that by the Conſtitution of our 
ling Church Schiſmaticks are not allow'd to approach the 
1ded Lord's Table, ever be ſuppoſed to oblige the Cler- 
hich gy to violate part of the. Conſtitution , that ſuch 
de- Men might arrive at Power to deſtory the whole ? 
2Uuld And ſuppos'd to do this in thoſe very Laws that 
d it they made to ſecure the Conſtitution, by excluding 
them from Power? This is ſuch an interpretation 
auſe Ws would diſſolve the Laws, nay turn them upon the 
ct to WConſtitution, which by this Interpretation and Pra- 
the WAice may be ruin'd by theſe very Laws that were 
"the made to preſerve it. 
rder I muſt therefore take the liberty to make an Ob- 
the ¶ ſervation on the followingParagraph in the aforeſaid 
the MpriatedSpecch, There are other words in the 'r:1:1ble, 
ch; t hu 


A (38) "Me 
Of the Bill a- that do not appear to me to be well grounded. After 1. 
— two Ade, the Corporation Ad, and the Teſt AG are ſet 
mity. forth, it is inferr d, that it was intended that all men 
comprehended in them, ſhould be, and always continue 
to be of the Communion of the Church of England. B/ 
the firſt of theſe AFs no Man could bear Office in a Cor- 
poration, unleſs he had receiued the Sacrament within 
4 year before; and by the other he who had a place of 
Truſt, was to receive the Sacrament within three months 
after ; ſo by theſe Ads it 1s very true, that no Man 
might be in any employment who either had not been 
or was not then, in the Communion of the Church. 
But there is not a Clauſe, nor a word in either of theſe 
= that import, that he ſhould always continue to 
Y | 
Now if this Author by theſe words, in the Com- 
munion of the Church, means the ſame that the Bil 
did, when it affirm'd it was intended that all Per- 
fons comprehended in thoſe two Acts ſhould be off 
the Communion of the Church of England, i. e. Mem- 
bers of it; if this be his meaning, he grants as; 
much as need be deſired, for he faith, that by theſe 
Acts no Man might be in any employment, who either wth». 
had not been or was not then in the Communion of the 
Church, which at once excludes all the Occaftonal 
Conformiſts from employments. Indeed to be in the 
Communion of a Church can ſigniſie no lefs, for Com- 
munion always ſuppoſes Union; and thereftre to be Wi: 
in or of the Communion of the Church,is to be a Mem- 
ber of it; but Occafional-Conformiſts, who declare 
themſelves ſtated Members of a ſeparate Communt- 
on, can be no more Members of the Church in an WW; 
Eccleſiaſtical ſenſe, then a hand can be the hand of i 
P a two 


=” ©) 


© different Bodies in à flitural ſenſe. Church- Com- 
nunion or Church - Memberſnip is a fd Relation, 
thereby, as every Member is entitled to the common 
ivileges of that Society, fo is he obliged conſtantly 
p perform thoſe common Duties, and Ads of Com- 


ſet 


'B nion, which that Relation requires. But this Oo- 
Cor. fional Member (which is a conſtant Contradiction) 
in o neither owns this Relation, nor thoſe common 
- of bligations z as he has no right to perform thoſe Acts 
„„ FF Communion, fo it againſt the Rules of the Ca- 


Wolick Church and our own, he doth Surreptiti- 


= y creep in among the Members of the Church, 
doch what they do, yet ſince he doth it not as 2 
eſe Nember of the Church, (4) it is no more an Act 
to «) The Learned Biſhop Stillingfee faith, Communion with « Church, | 


Woining with « Church, "as 4 Member of. that Church, Unreaſonableneſs of 
aration, p. 109. and that the Occaſional Communion is fo far from looking 
Communion,. that it bath hardly the wv a: Civility, p. 111. where 


1s Die The ſume wild Notion of Com- 
per ion is by the rg ler Dr. Sherlock, Should any 
. faith r is ho Aden of the Church, nor owns himſelf to be ſo, 
e of | ue into the Church and 4 in all. Holy Offices, this can be ne 


em- led an 427 of Communion, than it can he ſaid to make him a Member 


We Church, of which e ie no Member, and reſolved not % be Prayers 
8 as ring the Sacraments att A= of Communion, when performed by Church. 
heſe fl ers in the Communion of the - Church, but they are not As & Com- 
Pn, when performed by thoſe who are n | Church-members, cob to ſerve 

ther wh they thruſt 3 Society of the Church. 


Suppiſe 4 Member of a Presbyterian, er Ind, Con- 
icle, E reaſons deft known 1 himſelf, at ſome Critical time, come 
pi Church, and there hear the Common-Prayer, and Sermon, and 
ve the Lord's Supper, actor ding to a Order of the Church of land, 
this make this Man a 2 the Church of England, with which he 
communicated before, and-it is Wely' will never do again, if it does not 
vis ig no Act of Communion, which can be only between the Members 


e 
onal 
the 
om- 
to be 


0 me Body. 
lex 6 thath be in Chnrch-Commmenion does not fignifie meerly to perform ſ uch 
are which are A= of Communion in the Members of the Church, but — 


ecay of Church * line may ſometimes be performed by thyey who are 
Wembers, which 4 2 an abuſe as would not have been allowed in the 
tive Church, who demed their Communion to Schiſmatichs, as well as 
: excummunicate upon other aocounts. The Reſoluticn of ſome Caſes, 
Oc. printed in the London Caſes. 
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_ . are by this Authors Argument, utter difabled frot 


CO) 
of Communipn in him, than the foiſting in a a ve 
at the Eleftion of a Lord Mayor, would make hin 
a Livery-man, who is none; or than ſuch votin; 
would be an AR of Communion with that Body 
whereof he that gives it is no Member. 
Since therefore this Author grants that by theſe/ 

no Man may be in any ee, who either e 

been, or was not then in the Communion of the Churd K 
of England; and ſince it is evident, no Occaſion q 
n whillt they are ſuch, can ever be in thalf 
Communion, of which they are no Members; the 


holding any Employment, and conſequently tho 
words at leaſt in the Preamble of the Bill do appear | 
be well grounded, which affirm, that it was intel 
that all Men comprehended in theſe two Act, fhould | 
of the Communion of the Church of England; ar 
without enquirt nog whether they ſbonld always contif 
ane to be fo alone is ſufficient to exclude 2 
Occaftonal Fe from Employments, Who 
fuch never have been; and whilſt they are no mo 
cha. luch,wever can be of the Communion of the Chur. 
| T felber! indeed theſe Ads —.— that al Ma 
comprehended in them ſhoutd always continue to 
of the ſame Communior, is, I confeſs, another Quett 
on, though I think it can be none if, we may inf 
what was intended by the Legiſlators from the Of 
caſion, the end and deſign of the Laws, which, for tl 
very ſame reaſons that they require thofe that a 
in Offices. to be of that Communion, require the! 
always to continue of it; unlefs we can ſuppdi 
thoſe Perſons who deſert the Principles and Conf 
munion of the Church, are "TY to be = tr 
tend 


r 

reads to it, and as proper to preſerve it, as they 
who inviolably ad here to them. And therefore if 
any Clauſes were doubtful, yet according to the 
known Rule we muſt avoid that ſenſe, which de- 
feats the ends of the Law; and take that ſenſe which 
doth the work of it ; that ſenſe which may prevent 
the evils againſt which the Law was deſign d, and 


= excipiatur, que rei gerend s 7 eſt. 
But doth not the Act — make ſome 
alteration in this Caſe > The end for which the To- 
kration was granted, was that the Diſſenters might 
have the free exerciſe of their Religion in their own 
way. This they entirely enjoy, and it is a very 
conſiderable eaſe and ad vantage, to all thoſe whoſe 
Conſciences will not give them leave to conform. 
But the Oecaſomal Conformiſts who feem to have the 
teaſt need of it, do how ever preſs it into their ſervice 
an Argument to ſerve for feveral purpofes. Some- 
times it is to free them from Schiſm ; at other times 
it is to capacitate them for Offices; and then if they 
are not Schiſmaticks, and are capable of Offices, 
8 why ſhould they not be admitted to receive the Sa- 
erament in our Churches as a Legal Qualification? 
It muſt be confeſs d it ſerves all theſe Purpoſes e- 
ally, i. e. it ſerves none of them: and let him 
t doubts. it, read over the Toleration-AF, and 
try whether he can find one Clauſe or word. in it that 

vides for either. 
Fim, Fhe Act of Toleration doth not deliver them 
from the guilt of their Schiſm ; becauſe it only de- 
hvers them from thoſe Penalties which the Laws 
of the Land inflicted. on their Separation. = 
= Schiſm 


-_ 


I attain the ends for which it was made. Quot ien: L. 65. 5:8, % 
= dem ſermo duas ſententias exprimit , ea potiſſimume les. Juri. 
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5 — 2 whilſt the Toleration excmpes 

them from the Penalties of Human Laws, it leaves 
the Schiſm as it ound it, and the Diſſenters to an- 
ſwer to Od forts Sm tie dt de 
Nor, Serondiy Dothi the Act of Toleration-make 
the Diſenterscapeble.of: Olficcy,, but leaves how 2 
in the ſame Condition, they were in before it was Mer 
granted. then ſtood excluded by the Cor cee 


on and Feſt Acts, thay ſtand excluded ſtill ; 
his Act of Indulgence, it vas indeed Penal for their 
— — 2h for them to hear. But now 
are perfectly free to exerciſe their Religion; 
—— prejndice to their Perſons, Liberties, 
or Eſtates. But it is one thing to be exempted from 
Penalties on the account of Religion, which is the 
purport of the Toleration; and another thing to be 
qualified for Offices, which that Act doth not ;meddle 
with. In ſhort, the Act of Toleration doth no more 
make the Diſſenters capable of Offices, and Employ- 
ments in the State; than it gives their Miniſters any 
to Benefices and Dignities in the Churen. 
Andi as it doth not make them capable of Places, 
ſo neither in the third place doth f fin give them any WE. 
igt to be admitted to the Sacrament as a Legal Qua- 

lification for them; the Toleration — lea ves 
them at their Liberty, whether they will be Mem- 
bers of the Church or no ; but it doth not in one 
title alter the Conſtitution of the Church, or oblige 
Her to admit to the Holy Communion againſt Her 
Rules, thoſe Perſons — are not Her Members, 
nor will be. What can be more abſurd than to ſup- 
Pe m Toleration gives the Diſſenters right to 
come 


_ "=" 
Orne to the Aſtars of the Church, when the only 
"5B caſon for which it was granted them, was becauſe 
PO cy cod not in Conſcience come there? 
VC BE [know but one Objection more that may be made 
this Diſcourſe,” which is, That if the Laws of the 
and leave Miniſters free; not to admit Occaſional 
ke BWonformiſts to the Lord's Table, and the Laws of the 
orch oblige: them to refuſe them, what need is 
ere of the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity? Tis 
Due, if all Miniſters would ſtrictly ad here tothe Rules 
W che Church in this matter, there would be leſs need 
it 3 but ſiuce ſome either miſtake theſe Rules, or 
ill not obſerve them, and Perſons in Office are left 
their Liberty to receive the Sacrament in any o- 
er Church as well as their own, they Il never fail 
F finding ſome to admit them to it; and two or three 
ch; are enough to ſerve all the Occaſional Confor- 
iſts of a whole County: whereby the Laws will be 
il evaded to the hazard of the Eſtabliſhment, and 
Werefore there is as great reaſon to enforce theſe 
aws now, as there was at firſt to make them, ſo 
Wat unleſs we think the Conſtitution it- ſelf not 
orth preſerving; we cannot think the Outworks of 
6s. BY ought any longer to be ſlighted. 
Nay, this Diſcourſe is ſo far from making the Bi 
leſs, that it gives to all the Orthodox Sons of the 
hurch a nem reaſon for it;; that Perſons who by 
* Laws and Diſcipline of the Church ought to be 
fuſed, might not intrude themſelves on the Mini- 
gers of Religion, and its Myſteries, under the cover 
t theſe Laws as they are at. preſent abuſed ; and 
rther proves that the abuſe which the Bill deſigns 
d prevent, with reſpect only to Offices, is what is 
v:verſally: forbidden by the Laws of the Catholick 
IF M Church, 


Chants dj of. 


; the Clergy, generally have — d for the Bill. Bu 


depends Chin upon it, they think even a greater 
88 of deal want p0 Apology. - And. ever 
to thoſe Miniſters who are for admitting Occaon: 


ble feaſon that can 


$2 "IP 


been for-ah ee 
in Hay ag. he en 0 juſtise mom —.— 


when 15 1 the ſecurity of the Church tuo 


Geemarc think this Proviſion will be of ſome 
adyantage; that it will by a happy neceſſity pra ven 
them fram being, Parties, akogethgr;innacently 
canndt 1 at þ, hoge- Nr uncahigndalys; to thn 
Church Ruine. Pin 17 197/00 TO 7. 
And with theſe Perseus, if 1 might bave leave, 
would expoſtulate a 7-6 — that I may do it with 
the greater 9 will ſuppoſe the mol} plauſi 
giyen igr1this Conduct, that 

they hope by it in time iq, unite the Occafional 
Conformilts t the Church; but if it wert warrati- 
table, can it be thought a proper expedient to pro- 
mote Umty, by breaking through thoſe Laws which 
the Church has ever held neceſſary to preſerve it ? 
To trample. under foot the Church's Diſciplime, to 
receive Men who make the want of it one ptetence 
for their Separation 2 To admit Perſons to che Com 
munion againſt the Rules of the Church, who have 
made a promiſcuous Aderiſſion one Objection againſt 
it? Ia this a way to inducether to believe the Uni- 
ty of the Church of ſo great moment, and the fen 
ding of the glorious of Chraſt , ſo great a Sin, 
when in the mid(t of their Separation theyfee them- 
felves received tothe Peace of the Church, and to the a 
higheſt Act of its Communion ? 


Oa the other hand, when you thus break down 
- the 


tlyrfeat ſome of yotir on reg 0 our, at 
015 vou make bt theſe Men inꝰ for 
will they believe you tliink there is-anygreat Evil or 
Danger u Schiſmn when they 'ifee hubitgal Schiſma® 
dee admitted ad the Qiu Altars, together with. 
her mol Obedlent ohildren2' Af au thought it 
tiflerent/whorbes chey akte in ht Commanion of 
he Succeſſbts o the Apoſtles; or of thoſe who ſer; 
p newltars againſt them; whether they adhered: 
5 tuch Spiriematiliſapers;. or obey d them that œπ, 
„ Rule wen lle i Ihe Lasdl . e 
Howevergl would not be miſtakenꝭ as if Schiſma-- 
icks tur totecei de a rough or aipeeviſni tepulſe. It 
dught to be introduced with ſuch previous Admo- 
titions; as may convince them of the great Sin and 
Datiger of rhait way, Do fatal it is to the Church 
dice, ànd to their dun. Convitite them that it is 
t out of piqueto a Party, or prejudice to their Per- 
ons; "bet out of a juſt regard to the Unity, Laws, 
nd Diſcipline of the Church; to your own indiſ- 
fiſible Obligations to obſerve theſe ; tay, to the 
dfery of themſel ves, that you dare not, you cannot 
admit them: eſpecially when they ſee you carry an 
Wnpartial hand to other Offenders, where the Crime 
d notoriety of it will warrant the like procedure. 
his is true Moder&tion (ſince it is the word in 
a(hion) that's conſiſtent with Principles, and there- 
pre always conſiſtent” with it ſelf. That doth not. 
Ive up one Principle of the Church, but maiu- 
ins them all with Temper. That never makes 
Paty at odds with it (elf, or ſets one Duty in oppo- 
n to another, but obſerves every Duty in its pro- 
r place; that whilſt it exerciſes Charity towards 
ens Perſons, ſtrictly keeps up the immutable Diſtin- 
| | ctions 
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